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I. You are going to die. 

1. Before we talk about heaven and the afterlife, let's come to grips with the fact that we are 
all going to die. 

A. Die v. - 1. a. intr. To lose life, cease to live, suffer death; to expire. 
B. Death n. - 1. The act or fact of dying; the end of life; the final cessation of the vital 

functions of an animal or plant. 
2. We will all die if Christ doesn't return first. 

A. There will be some saints that will be alive at the second coming of Christ (1Th 
4:15). 

B. The rest of us will go the way of all the earth (Jos 23:14; 1Ki 2:1-2). 
C. There is a time to die (Ecc 3:2). 
D. No man can avoid it no matter how hard he tries (Psa 89:48; Ecc 8:8). 

3. It is appointed unto us to die (Heb 9:27). 
A. Appointed ppl. - 1. Fixed by agreement; settled beforehand. 2. Fixed by authority; 

ordained. 
i. We have an appointed time on this earth (Job 7:1). 
ii. We will most certainly keep that appointment. 

B. The number of our days are determined and God has appointed bounds that we 
cannot pass (Job 14:5). 

i. Determined ppl. - 1. Terminated, ended. (last usage in 1581)  2. Limited, 
restricted:  a. as to extent;  b. as to freedom of action or choice; conditioned.  
3. Decided, settled, fixed; decided or resolved upon.  4. Appointed, ordained; 
fixed beforehand. 

ii. Bound n. - 1. A landmark indicating the limit of an estate or territory. Obs. 
(last usage in 1300)  2. a. The boundary line of a territory or estate; gen. a 
limit or boundary, that to which anything extends in space. 

iii. God has set an outer bound on the length of our lives which cannot be 
extended (Ecc 8:8). 

iv. We may end our lives early through suicide or foolish living, but we will 
never extend it beyond our determined time. 

C. Death (the grave) is the house appointed for all living (Job 30:23). 
D. No man knows the time of his death (Ecc 9:12). 
E. We should therefore live each day as if it might be our last. 

4. On average, men live to be 70-80 years old (Psa 90:10). 
A. We should all number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom (Psa 

90:12 c/w Eph 5:16). 
B. If you are in your 60s or above, you better be preparing yourself for death. 

i. You better be making provision for your loved ones you will leave behind 
(1Ti 5:8). 

a. Men, do not leave your wives destitute after your death. 
b. It is selfish and irresponsible to not leave your wife with enough 

money to take care of her after your death. 
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c. She may outlive you by years or even decades, so you better make 
sure to leave her with as much money as possible to provide for her 
needs. 

ii. Make arrangements for your funeral now. 
iii. Make sure that you have either paid for your funeral ahead of time or that 

you at least have money set aside for it. 
iv. You should set your house in order so that it will be as easy as possible on 

your loved ones after you're gone. 
a. Get a will made. 
b. Get rid of excess things you don't need. 
c. See sermons on Facing Death: https://pastorwagner.com/death 

5. Life is short (Job 14:1; Psa 89:47). 
A. The end of your life will be here before you know it. 
B. Our life on this earth is so short it is called a vapour (Jam 4:14). 
C. Vapour - 1. Without article: Matter in the form of a steamy or imperceptible 

exhalation; esp. the form into which liquids are naturally converted by the action of 
a sufficient degree of heat.  

D. It's wind (Psa 78:39). 
E. All flesh soon withers like the grass and fades like the flower (Isa 40:6-8). 
F. It's soon cut off, and we fly away (Psa 90:10).  

6. Prepare to meet your Maker now, whatever your age (Amo 4:12). 
A. Seek thy Creator in the days of thy youth (Ecc 12:1; Lam 3:26-27; Pro 8:17; 2Ch 

34:3). 
B. If you didn't find God until you were old, then be wise in thy latter end (Pro 19:20). 

i. Serve God in your old age and show His strength unto this generation (Psa 
71:9, 15-18). 

ii. Don't leave this world until you impart the truth to the next generation. 
iii. Never stop bringing forth fruit, even in old age (Psa 92:13-14). 
iv. God will be with us in old age (Isa 46:4).  

C. Make sure your heart is right with God (Psa 51:17; Psa 34:18; Psa 51:10 ct/w Psa 
78:37 & Act 8:21). 

D. Make sure you have confessed and repented of any known sins now (Pro 28:13; 
1Jo 1:9) so you don't take them to the judgment seat (2Co 5:9-10). 

E. Deal with any problems you have with anyone (church brethren, family, friends, 
etc.) now (Mat 5:22-24; 1Jo 4:11-12, 20). 

F. Live your life from here forward so you that won't have any regrets (Act 20:26, 33; 
Act 23:1). 

G. Read your Bible daily (Psa 1:2). 
H. Pray regularly (1Th 5:17). 
I. Make church a priority (Mat 6:33; Heb 10:25). 
J. We should all strive to be able to say as Paul did at the end of his life:  

 
"I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing." (2Ti 4:7-8) 
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7. If you love your life you will lose it (Joh 12:25; Mar 8:34-37). 

A. Be ready to give it up at any time. 
B. Hold on to the things of this life, and life itself, with a loose grip. 
C. Are you afraid of death? 
D. You shouldn't be (Heb 2:14-15). 

8. Make sure your thoughts are focused on heavenly things (Php 3:20; Col 3:1-3).  
 

II. What is heaven? 

1. Heaven n. - 1. a. The expanse in which the sun, moon, and stars, are seen, which has the 
appearance of a vast vault or canopy overarching the earth, on the ‘face’ or surface of which 
the clouds seem to lie or float; the sky, the firmament.  2. a. By extension (in accordance 
with Biblical use) the region of the atmosphere in which the clouds float, the winds blow, 
and the birds fly; as in the more or less poetical expressions, the clouds, winds, breath, 
fowls of heaven.  5. a. The celestial abode of immortal beings; the habitation of God and his 
angels, and of beatified spirits, usually placed in the realms beyond the sky; the state of the 
blessed hereafter. Opposed to hell. 

2. "Heaven" refers to three places in the Bible (Gen 2:1). 
A. The sky (Deut 33:26; 2Sa 21:10) and the earth's atmosphere (Gen 1:20). 
B. Outer space (Gen 1:14-17; Gen 22:17) 
C. God's abode (Gen 21:17; Dan 2:28; Ecc 5:2) 

i. God's abode is called "the third heaven" (2Co 12:2) which is paradise (2Co 
12:4 c/w Luk 23:43 c/w Rev 2:7 c/w Rev 22:1-3). 

ii. It is God's abode in heaven that we are concerned with in this study. 

III. Why study heaven? 

1. We should be seeking heaven and setting our affection on it (Col 3:1-2). 
A. This commandment to seek heavenly things is proof that we don't do so naturally, 

else the command would not have been given. 
B. This is why a study like this is important. 
C. The more we learn about heaven, the more we will set our affection on it. 
D. The more we think about being with the LORD in heaven, the less we focus on the 

wicked and depressing things of this life. 
E. Satan wants to keep your mind from being focused on heaven and heavenly things. 
F. If he can do that, he will be able to more easily lead you into depression, despair, 

and depravity. 
2. Learning about heaven brings us hope which helps us get through this life. 

A. Our hope is laid up for us in heaven (Col 1:5). 
B. We wait in hope for our resurrected body which will live on a resurrected new earth 

(Rom 8:18-25). 
C. For the Christian this life is only the beginning of a glorious life in heaven and on 

the new earth. 



Heaven Page 6 of 93 11-13-2022 

IV. The most important reason we should look forward to heaven. 

1. Being free of sin, evil, wickedness, pain, sorrow, weariness, loneliness, worry, care, 
frustration, death, etc. are all good reasons to look forward to heaven, but those things 
should not be our main reason for desiring heaven. 

2. Seeing family members, friends, and brethren who have passed on before us is something to 
look forward to in heaven, but neither is that the main reason we should desire heaven. 

3. The thing that should make us desire to be in heaven above all else is that God is there, and 
we will be able to see Him face to face. 

A. We will see God (Job 19:25-27; Mat 5:8) and know Him as we are known of Him 
(1Jo 3:2; 1Co 13:12). 

B. We will see His face (Job 33:26; Rev 22:4). 
C. We will be shown the riches of His grace for all eternity (Eph 2:7). 

V. Doesn't the Bible say that we can't know anything about heaven in 1Co 2:9?  So why study it? 

1. 1Co 2:9 doesn't say that we can't know anything about heaven; it says that our eyes have 
not seen, nor have our ears heard, nor has it entered into our hearts the things which God 
has prepared for us. 

2. We have not seen heaven with our eyes, nor have we heard heaven's noises with our ears, 
nor has the knowledge of it entered into our hearts through inquiry, observation, or 
reasoning. 

3. But read the next verse!  God has revealed to us by His Spirit the things that He has 
prepared for us (1Co 2:10). 

A. There is plenty about heaven and the new earth that we don't know and can't know, 
but there are also plenty of things about it that we can know through studying the 
scriptures. 

B. This study endeavors to do just that. 
4. Although we can learn a lot about heaven from the Bible, we will learn far more about it 

when we get there than God has chosen to reveal to us now. 
5. "In a few minutes I shall know more of heaven than an assembly of divines could teach 

me." (C.H. Spurgeon, The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, 9:18-19) 

VI. A faulty understanding of heaven 

1. Many people have misconceptions of what heaven will be like. 
A. They imagine that we will do nothing all day except sit on a cloud and strum a harp. 

i. This is unbiblical nonsense. 
ii. This conception of heaven is based on ignorant artists' renditions of heaven. 

B. They imagine that we will all be disembodied spirits dwelling in a nonmaterial place 
for all eternity. 

i. The present heaven is not a nonmaterial place. 
ii. It's true that we will be only soul and spirit in the present heaven until the 

resurrection. 
iii. But after the resurrection we will have new glorified bodies which will dwell 

on the new earth. 
C. They think heaven will be boring because all we will do is worship God all day. 
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i. First of all, even if that were the case, being in the presence of Almighty 
God, basking in His glory, and worshiping Him all day would not be boring 
for a redeemed child of God. 

ii. Secondly, we will be doing many things in heaven in addition to worshiping 
God, though all acts will be an indirect act of worship of the God who saved 
us and reserved us a place in heaven with Him. 

2. These misconceptions will be further dispelled as we go through this study.  

VII. The present heaven versus the eternal heaven (the new earth)   

1. The present heaven is a temporary dwelling place for the souls and spirits of the saints who 
die before the second coming of Christ and the resurrection. 

2. The eternal dwelling place for the saints will be the new earth which will be created after 
the resurrection and the destruction of the present heavens and earth. 

3. The new earth and heavens will be a restoration and glorification of the original earth and 
heavens (see Section IX - The nature of the new earth). 

4. God's dwelling place will be on the new earth with men. 
5. These points will all be proved and expanded upon throughout this study. 
6. Randy Alcorn in his book Heaven summarized this well. 

A. The present heaven is the temporary dwelling of God and His people — the new 
earth is the eternal dwelling of God and His people. 

i. "When we die, believers in Christ will not go to the Heaven where we'll live 
forever. Instead, we'll go to an intermediate Heaven.  In that Heaven—where 
those who died covered by Christ's blood are now—we'll await the time of 
Christ's return to the earth, our bodily resurrection, the final judgment, and 
the creation of the new heavens and New Earth.  If we fail to grasp this truth, 
we will fail to understand the biblical doctrine of Heaven." (Randy Alcorn, 
Heaven, p. 42) 

ii. "Only God is eternal and self-existent.  All else is created.  Heaven is not 
synonymous with God, nor is it part of his essential being.  Therefore, God 
must have created Heaven.  It is not a place where he must dwell, but it is 
where he chooses to dwell.  Because Heaven is a place where angels live, 
where finite beings come and go, it appears to be a finite environment, a 
specific location." (Ibid, p. 44) 

iii. "Because God created Heaven, it had a beginning and is therefore neither 
timeless nor changeless.  It had a past (the time prior to Christ's incarnation, 
death, and resurrection), it has a present (the Heaven where believers go 
when they die), and it will have a future (the eternal Heaven, or New Earth).  
The past Heaven, the present Heaven, and the future or eternal Heaven can 
all be called Heaven, yet they are not synonymous, even though they are all 
God's dwelling places." (Ibid) 

iv. "The present Heaven is a temporary lodging, a waiting place until the return 
of Christ and our bodily resurrection.  The eternal Heaven, the New Earth, is 
our true home, the place where we will live forever with our Lord and each 
other.  The great redemptive promises of God will find their ultimate 
fulfillment on the New Earth, not in the present Heaven." (Ibid) 
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v. "Once we abandon our assumptions that Heaven cannot change, it all makes 
sense.  God does not change; he's immutable.  But God clearly says that 
Heaven will change. It will eventually be relocated to the New Earth 
(Revelation 21:1).  Similarly, what we now refer to as Hell will also be 
relocated.  After the Great White Throne Judgment, Hell will be cast into the 
eternal lake of fire (Revelation 20:14-15)." (Ibid) 

B. The new earth can be referred to as "heaven." 
i. "(Revelation 21:1-3).  Heaven, God's dwelling place, will one day be on the 

New Earth.  Notice that the New Jerusalem, which was in Heaven, will come 
down out of Heaven from God.  Where does it go?  To the New Earth.  From 
that time on, "the dwelling of God will be with redeemed mankind on 
Earth."   

 
Some would argue that the New Earth shouldn't be called Heaven.  But it 
seems clear to me that if God's special dwelling place is by definition 
Heaven, and we're told that "the dwelling of God" will be with mankind on 
Earth, then Heaven and the New Earth will be essentially the same place.  
We're told that "the throne of God and of the Lamb" is in the New 
Jerusalem, which is brought down to the New Earth (Revelation 22:1).  
Again, it seems clear that wherever God dwells with his people and sits on 
his throne would be called Heaven."  (Ibid, p. 45)  

VIII. Basic facts about the present heaven 

1. The following are some basic facts about the present heaven.  Many more details about 
heaven will be given in the questions portion of this study below.  

2. Heaven is a place of light (1Ti 6:16). 
3. Heaven is paradise (Luk 23:43). 

A. Paradise n. - 1. a. The garden of Eden. Also called earthly (terrenal, terrene, 
terrestre) paradise, to distinguish it from the heavenly paradise.  2. a. Heaven, the 
abode of God and his angels and the final abode of the righteous.  3. a. A place like 
or compared to Paradise; a region of surpassing beauty or delight, or of supreme 
bliss. 

B. Heaven is a place of beauty, delight, and supreme bliss. 
C. God dwells with His saints there (Rev 7:14-15). 

4. In heaven there is no suffering, sorrow, nor death. 
A. The redeemed in heaven do not hunger or thirst nor do they have to work in 

excessive heat of the sun (Rev 7:16). 
B. There is no more sorrow, for God shall wipe away all their tears (Rev 7:17). 

5. The needs of God's people are all supplied in heaven (Rev 7:17). 
6. There's a city prepared for us in heaven (Heb 11:16). 
7. There are mansions awaiting us in heaven (Joh 14:2-3). 

A. Mansion n. - 1. The action of remaining, abiding, dwelling, or staying in a place. 
Phr. to have, keep, make, take (one's) mansion = to dwell, abide. Also, permanence 
or continuance in a position or state. 2. a. A place where one stays or dwells; a place 
of abode, an abiding-place. Now arch. b. (Chiefly pl.) A separate dwelling-place, 
lodging, or apartment in a large house or enclosure. 
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B. There is a huge house in heaven with many separate lodgings or apartments in it. 
C. Jesus is preparing each of us our own place in that huge house. 

8. Heaven is a physical place (More on this later - see Section X, 19 - Is the present heaven a 
physical place?). 

IX. The nature of the new earth (the eternal heaven) 

1. The new earth will be a restoration of the original creation. 
A. The original creation, including the earth and heavens, were very good (Gen 1:31). 
B. Adam's sin put a curse on not only himself and his posterity, but on the earth itself 

(Gen 3:17; Gen 5:29). 
i. After the fall of man the earth brought forth thorns and thistles (Gen 3:18). 
ii. The soil was not as productive and easy to cultivate as it was originally, 

which in turn caused man to have to exert much effort to produce food for 
himself (Gen 3:19). 

C. The whole creation groans and travails because of the fall (Rom 8:22). 
i. Creation n. - 1. a. The action or process of creating; the action of bringing 

into existence by divine power or its equivalent; the fact of being so created.  
b. absol. The calling into existence of the world; the beginning, as a date.  4. 
concr.  a. That which God has created; the created world; creatures 
collectively.  1611 Bible Rom. viii. 22 For wee know that the whole creation groaneth. 

ii. Groan v. - 1. intr. To breathe with a deep-toned murmur; to utter a low deep 
sound expressive of grief or pain. 

iii. The creation includes everything that God created including the heavens and 
the earth (Gen 1:1; 2Pe 3:4-5; Rom 1:20). 

iv. It also includes all the animals (Gen 1:21, 24-25) and human beings (Gen 
1:27). 

v. Men groan because of the curse of sin (Psa 6:6; Psa 102:5). 
vi. Animals also groan and cry out to God because of the curse of sin (Joel 

1:18-20). 
D. The whole creation was cursed by man's sin, and therefore the whole creation will 

be redeemed through Christ's redemption. 
i. Jesus died to redeem His people from the curse of sin (Gal 3:10, 13). 
ii. The effect of the curse of sin was the death process which eventuates in 

death itself (Rom 6:23). 
iii. The universe itself is under the death process as a result of the fall and is 

waxing old (Psa 102:25-26; Isa 51:6).   
iv. Christ's death for us, in conjunction with the work of regeneration by the 

Holy Spirit, took away the effects of sin on our inward man (soul and spirit) 
(Tit 3:5; Eph 2:10; Eph 4:23-24). 

v. At the second coming of Christ, our sin-cursed bodies will be redeemed 
when they are resurrected (1Co 15:50-52). 

vi. At the resurrection at the second coming of Christ, all things, including the 
earth and the universe, will be restored (Act 3:21 c/w Act 4:2). 

a. Restitution n. - 1. a. The action of restoring or giving back something 
to its proper owner, or of making reparation to one for loss or injury 
previously inflicted.  5. a. The action of restoring a thing or 
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institution to its original state or form. (In later use only in echoes of, 
or with reference to, Acts iii. 21.) 

b. Fallen man, and the world itself, became the possession of Satan at 
the fall (Joh 8:44; Mat 4:8-9 c/w Luk 4:6; Joh 12:31; Joh 14:30; 
2Co 4:4). 

c. At the resurrection both the bodies of the elect and the earth itself 
will be restored to God their rightful owner, and they will be restored 
to their original state and form (Act 3:21). 

d. We who are the elect groan within ourselves waiting for the 
redemption of our bodies which will happen at the resurrection (Rom 
8:23).  

vii. A new heavens and a new earth will be created which will be a restoration of 
the original (2Pe 3:13; Rev 21:1). 

a. Jesus will make all things new (Rev 21:5). 
b. Jesus said He will make all things new; He didn't say that He will 

make all new things (in the sense of entirely different things). 
viii. There will be no more curse on that new earth (Rev 22:3). 
ix. The new earth and heavens will be a resurrected earth and universe inhabited 

by resurrected people with a resurrected Jesus Christ ruling over it.  
2. Not only will the whole creation be restored by God to its pre-fallen condition, it will be 

glorified to a condition surpassing its original state just as our bodies will be. 
A. Our resurrected bodies will be far superior to our current sin-cursed bodies. 

i. Our resurrected body will excel our current body like a mature wheat plant 
excels the grain of wheat from which it grew (Joh 12:24; 1Co 15:35-38, 42-
44). 

ii. Our resurrected bodies will be glorious like Christ's resurrected body (Php 
3:21; 1Jo 3:2) (more on this later in the study). 

B. Likewise the new heavens and the new earth will far excel the current ones and even 
surpass their original condition. 

i. The new world is connected to the resurrection of our bodies (Luk 20:34-
36). 

ii. Just as our bodies which were marred by sin will be glorified at the 
resurrection (Rom 8:29-30), so will the earth which was marred by sin be 
glorified when all is made new (Rev 21:5). 

iii. Revelation 21-22 gives us a glimpse of the glorified new earth and the new 
Jerusalem (more on this later in the outline).   

 

X. Questions about heaven (both the present heaven and the eternal heaven) 

1. Where is heaven? 

A. Heaven is beyond the boundary of the universe. 
B. It is above the stars in the north (Isa 14:13). 
C. It is above the heavens (the atmosphere and outer space). 

i. When Jesus Christ was raised from the dead He ascended to heaven to sit at 
the right hand of God (Eph 1:20). 

ii. He was made higher than the heavens (Heb 7:26). 
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iii. Therefore, heaven is higher than the heavens. 

2. Who is going to heaven? 

A. Only those that are written in the Lamb's book of life will go to heaven (Rev 20:15; 
Rev 21:27). 

i. Those whose names are in the book of life are the elect whom God has 
chosen (Luk 10:20 c/w Joh 15:16 c/w Joh 17:9 c/w Mar 13:20). 

ii. Their names were written in the book of life before the foundation of the 
world when God chose them (Rev 17:8 c/w Eph 1:4). 

iii. Therefore, only the elect will go to heaven. 
B. The elect were chosen by God to be justified and fitted for dwelling in heaven (Rom 

8:29-30). 
i. The elect are the church which are written in heaven for which Christ died 

(Heb 12:23 c/w Eph 5:25-27). 
ii. Evil cannot dwell with God (Psa 5:4). 
iii. God cannot behold evil nor look on iniquity (Hab 1:13). 
iv. Corrupt flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God (heaven) (1Co 

15:50). 
v. Therefore, the natural man apart from the saving and cleansing grace of God 

cannot enter heaven.  

3. How many people will be in heaven? (Carey) 

A. It is true that God's elect are described as a remnant (Rom 11:5; Rom 9:27). 
B. Remnant - 1. a. With the. That which remains or is left of a thing or things after the 

removal of a portion; the remainder, rest, residue. Now applied only to a small 
remaining part. 

C. But consider, even if God's elect only comprise 10% (Isa 6:13) of the human race, 
that is still 800 million people (8 billion * 0.10) only counting the population today.   

D. It has been estimated that 90 billion people have lived since creation, so that would 
be 9 billion (90 billion * 0.10) in heaven. 

i. That is: 
a. 27.2 times the entire population of the USA (9,000,000,000 / 

331,000,000). 
b. 2,372 people per sq. mile of the entire USA (9,000,000,000 / 

3,794,000 sq. miles) 
c. 3.7 people per acre of the entire USA (9,000,000,000 / 2,428,160,000 

acres) 
d. 129,117 people per sq. mile of MO (9,000,000,000 / 69,704 sq. 

miles) 
e. 202 people per acre of MO (9,000,000,000 / 44,610,560 acres) 
f. If lying in a line head to toe, they would wrap around the earth 411 

times (9,000,000,000 x 6Ft / 131,477,280 Ft) 
ii. Put another way, if each of them would contribute $1, it would run the US 

federal government for 7.9 hours ($9,000,000,000 / ($10,000,000,000,000 / 
365 days * 24 hours))  

E. There will be a lot of people in heaven (Rev 7:9). 
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4. Do babies go to heaven when they die? 

A. Most people think that all babies go to heaven when they die. 
i. They think this because they think that babies are innocent and without sin. 
ii. To justify this unbiblical belief, they made up the "age of accountability" 

false doctrine. 
iii. The "age of accountability" is a concept taught by some which says that 

children are born sinless and are pure and innocent until some magical age at 
which they become accountable for their sins. 

a. At that time, they become sinners who will go to hell when they die 
if they don't believe the gospel, ask Jesus to come into their hearts, 
get baptized, do good works, or complete whatever condition any 
given religion teaches they must do to be saved eternally. 

b. Prior to the mystical "age of accountability", if the child dies, he 
would go to heaven since he is not yet a sinner. 

B. The Biblical "age of accountability" is age 0. 
i. Death, sin, and condemnation passed to all men through Adam (Rom 5:12, 

18-19). 
a. Men are conceived in sin (Psa 51:5) and start sinning as soon as they 

are born (Psa 58:3). 
b. This is why God hated Esau when he was in the womb, before he had 

done any good or evil (Rom 9:11-13). 
c. God hated Esau before he was born because Esau was a child of 

wrath by nature (Eph 2:3). 
d. Nature n. - 1.  a. The essential qualities or properties of a thing; the 

inherent and inseparable combination of properties essentially 
pertaining to anything and giving it its fundamental character. 

ii. As we have seen, babies are born with sin and start sinning as soon as they 
are born.  

a. The wages of sin is death (Rom 6:23).  
b. Therefore, if they die and are not one of the elect bought with the 

blood of Christ, they will go to hell. 
c. If they are one of the elect, they will be saved by grace just like the 

rest of the elect. 
C. Problems with the "age of accountability." 

i. The wages of sin is death (Rom 6:23), so if babies have no sin, why do some 
of them die? 

ii. Jesus came into this world to save sinners (1Ti 1:15), so if babies are not 
sinners, then Jesus didn't come to save them. 

iii. If babies are not sinners, then they don't need a Savior (only sinners need a 
Savior). 

iv. If babies are not sinners and they are therefore not dead in trespasses and 
sins, then they don't need quickened (regenerated, born again) (Col 2:13). 

a. But if a person is not born again, he can't see the kingdom of God 
(Joh 3:3). 

b. Therefore, the logical conclusion of the "age of accountability" 
teaching is that no baby who dies will see the kingdom of God. 
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v. If all babies are born pure and without sin, then Jesus did not need to be born 
of a virgin. 

a. Sin is passed down through the man (Rom 5:12) which is why Jesus 
had to born of a virgin and conceived by the sinless Holy Ghost. 

b. If all babies are born sinless, then there is a new potential Christ born 
everyday, and there was nothing special about the human nature of 
baby Jesus. 

vi. If all babies are going to heaven when they die, then wouldn't it be best to 
abort them all in the womb to ensure that none of them end up in hell? 

a. Does this mean that abortion clinics should be renamed "salvation 
centers"? 

b. This is the problem with heresy: it condemns itself (Tit 3:10-11). 
D. The truth is that babies are saved the same way that adults are saved: by grace. 

i. Like adults, some babies are God's elect and are therefore saved by grace, 
and some are not and are therefore eternally damned (Rom 9:11, 16; Rom 
11:5). 

ii. Remember, God sees the end from the beginning. 
iii. God sees what is in the nature of a little baby, and He knows what kind of 

person that little baby will grow up into. 
iv. Therefore, when God judges a little baby, He does so with full knowledge of 

its true nature. 

5. Did people who died before Jesus came go to heaven? (Wayne) 

A. Yes, the elect who died before Jesus came went to heaven when they died (Ecc 
3:21; Ecc 12:7). 

B. They went to heaven because God had faith in Christ to come and die on the cross 
and make propitiation for their sins, and because of that God considered their sins 
remitted and therefore He forbore to judge them for them (Rom 3:25). 

C. God considered their sins forgiven even before Christ died for them because He 
knew with absolute certainty that Christ would die for them (Rom 4:17). 

6. What happens at death? 

A. Man is comprised of body, soul, and spirit (1Th 5:23). 
i. The spirit and soul reside in the body (Job 10:11). 
ii. The body, soul, and spirit bear the identity of a person: they are each "us" 

(Job 14:22). 
iii. That identity remains and does not cease at death (Luk 16:22-23). 

B. When a man dies his soul (Gen 35:18; 1Ki 17:21-22) and spirit departs the body 
(Ecc 3:21; Ecc 8:8; Luk 8:55). 

C. When the spirit and soul depart, the body is dead (Jam 2:26). 
D. The dead body goes into the ground were it turns to dust (Gen 3:19; Ecc 12:7) and 

becomes worm-food (Job 19:26; Job 24:20) and awaits the resurrection at the last 
day (Joh 5:28-29; Job 14:12). 

E. At death the soul and spirit of the wicked go immediately to hell (Luk 16:22-23; 
Jud 1:7). 

F. The spirit of an elect man goes up to God (Ecc 12:7; Job 34:14-15). 
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G. The angels carry him up to heaven (Luk 16:22). 
i. Angels are ministering spirits sent to minister to us (Heb 1:14). 
ii. Angels are assigned to protect us during our lives (Mat 18:10; Act 12:15; 

Psa 91:11-12). 
iii. Their last mission is to transport us safely to heaven. 
iv. Since heaven is outside of the universe, I assume that we will have a scenic 

trip through the galaxies to get there. 
H. When we depart this body we go to be with Christ in heaven (Php 1:23-24). 
I. When the spirit is absent from the body it immediately goes to be present with the 

Lord (2Co 5:8). 
J. They then rest (Isa 57:1-2) and wait (Rev 6:11) until the final judgment at the 

second coming of Christ when they will be rewarded or reproved for their behavior 
in this life (see question #10: Will we be judged immediately after death or at the 
final judgment at the resurrection?).  

7. Is it correct, when one of God's own dies, for us to say they have entered the new heaven 
and the new earth? (Judy) 

A. No, when a child of God dies he enters the present heaven to be with the LORD 
(2Co 5:8; Php 1:23; Ecc 12:7). 

B. Those in the present heaven, like us, are waiting for our ultimate destination in the 
heavenly country and city of the new earth (Heb 11:16). 

C. The new heavens and the new earth will not be created until the old heavens and 
earth have been destroyed at the second coming of Christ (2Pe 3:10-13). 

D. Once the new earth is created the new Jerusalem, which is the dwelling place of the 
church, will be brought down to the new earth and will be inherited by the saints 
(Rev 21:1-3, 9-10).  

8. Is the "valley of death" a literal, actual place, or is it just symbolic? (Carey) 

A. "The valley of the shadow of death" is only found in one place in the Bible (Psa 
23:4). 

i. "The shadow of death" signifies a state of darkness, affliction, trouble, and 
distress (Psa 107:10-14; Job 16:16). 

ii. Those in situations like this are close to death (or at least feel like they are). 
iii. A valley is a low place between high places.  
iv. Walking through the valley of the shadow of death is a symbolic description 

of enduring tribulation and affliction in life that would be as dreadful as 
death.  

B. "The shadow of death" also refers to the grave where the dead go (Job 10:20-22). 

9. Does heaven really have pearly gates with Saint Peter? (Austin) 

A. The new Jerusalem has 12 gates which are each made of a pearl (Rev 21:21). 
i. So there are pearly gates in heaven. 
ii. See Section X, 53, F, vi - What will the New Jerusalem be like? for more 

info on the pearly gates. 
B. Peter will certainly be in heaven (Mat 16:15-17). 
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C. One of the 12 foundations of the city bears his name since he was one of the 12 
apostles (Rev 21:14). 

D. However, there is no scriptural support for the Roman Catholic tradition that 
departed saints will meet Saint Peter at the pearly gates for admission into heaven. 

10. Will we be judged immediately after death or at the final judgment at the resurrection? 

A. The judgment of the righteous and wicked will happen at the second coming of 
Christ. 

i. All men will stand before the great white throne of Jesus Christ to be judged 
at His second coming (Mat 25:31-33). 

a. The sheep (the elect) on His right hand will inherit the kingdom 
prepared for them from the foundation of the world (Mat 25:34). 

b. The goats (the reprobate) on His left hand will be sent to the lake of 
fire (Mat 25:41, 46). 

c. The reprobate will be judged out of the books of their works and cast 
into the lake of fire (Rev 20:11-15). 

d. The elect whose names are in the book of life will be spared the 
wrath of God in the lake of fire on judgment day because God blotted 
out their sins out of the books of judgment (Psa 103:12; Isa 43:25; 
Isa 44:22; Jer 50:20; Mic 7:19; Heb 8:12). 

ii. At the judgment at the second coming Jesus will be ashamed of His children 
who lived as hypocrites, and they will be ashamed of themselves (Mar 8:38; 
1Jo 2:28). 

iii. On judgment day at the judgment seat of Christ we will all give an account 
of ourselves to God (Rom 14:10-12) including every idle word that we 
spoke in this life (Mat 12:36).  

iv. Every man will be rewarded according to his works at the judgment at 
second coming after the resurrection (Mat 16:27 c/w Luk 14:14; Rev 
22:12). 

v. The rewards of the elect and reprobate will be given when Christ returns 
(Mat 25:14-30; Luk 19:12-27). 

vi. The wicked dead will be judged and the saints will be rewarded on the last 
day when the last trumpet sounds at the second coming of Christ (Rev 8:6 
c/w Rev 11:15 c/w Rev 11:18; 1Th 4:16-17; 1Co 15:51-52; 2Ti 4:1).  

B. What about verses that appear to teach that we will be judged immediately after 
death? 

i. 2Co 5:10  
a. 2Co 5:10 might appear to some to be linking being absent from the 

body and being present with the Lord with appearing before the 
judgment seat of Christ (c/w 2Co 5:8-9). 

b. The time of the appearing before the judgment seat of Christ is not 
given in 2Co 5:10, but in numerous other verses it is stated to be at 
the second coming of Christ (see above). 

c. Paul's point is that we should labor while we are in this body and 
absent from Christ so that we will be accepted with Him when we are 
judged for our works on judgment day (2Co 5:9-10). 
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ii. Heb 9:27 
a. Some think that Heb 9:27 is teaching that the judgment comes 

immediately after death since it says that the judgment happens after 
death. 

b. The time of the judgment is not given in Heb 9:27, but in numerous 
other verses it is stated to be at the second coming of Christ (see 
above). 

(i) The sentence that begins in Heb 9:27 is finished in Heb 9:28 
which says that Christ shall appear the second time without 
sin unto salvation. 

(ii) The salvation that will happen at the second coming is the 
salvation from the wrath to come (Joh 5:24; Rom 5:9-10) in 
the lake of fire which the wicked will experience on judgment 
day (Mat 25:41, 46). 

c. Heb 9:27 is teaching that we only get one life on this earth, and when 
that life is over we will be judged.  

11. What happens with people who are not God's children immediately upon dying?  It would 
seem they go immediately to hell, because the rich man lift up his eyes in hell, but on 
judgment day Jesus' sheep are on His right hand, and the goats on His left, and doesn't He 
cast the goats into hell on that day? Even though God's children who have gone on before 
are with the Lord, they are not experiencing complete heaven at this point.  Is it something 
like that for the goats?  They are not in a good place, but the worst is yet to come?  (Judy) 

A. The non-elect go to the present hell under the earth (presumably in the center of the 
earth) immediately following their deaths (Luk 16:22-25). 

i. They are tormented there in flames (v. 24). 
a. Torment v. - 1. trans. To put to torment or torture; to inflict torture 

upon. 
b. Torment n. - 1. An engine of war worked by torsion, for hurling 

stones, darts, or other missiles. Obs. 2. An instrument of torture, as 
the rack, wheel, or strappado (rare or doubtful); hence, the infliction 
of torture by such an instrument as a form of punishment, a means of 
extracting information, etc.; torture inflicted or suffered.  b. spec. The 
punishment of hell. 3. A state of great suffering, bodily or mental; 
agony; severe pain felt or endured. 

c. Torture n. - 1. The infliction of severe bodily pain, as punishment or 
a means of persuasion; spec. judicial torture, inflicted by a judicial or 
quasi-judicial authority, for the purpose of forcing an accused or 
suspected person to confess, or an unwilling witness to give evidence 
or information; a form of this (often in pl.). to put to (the) torture, to 
inflict torture upon, to torture. 

d. To say the wicked in hell are not in a good place is putting it mildly. 
ii. Some of the wicked in hell appear to not even know why they are there. 

a. On judgment day (which comes after they have been in hell for a 
long time - see below) they are surprised that their "wonderful 
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works" they supposedly did for Jesus did not save them (Mat 7:21-
23; Mat 25:44-46). 

b. They were apparently not told why they were in hell, which appears 
to be part of their punishment. 

c. For crimes against men, the accused man must stand before his 
accuser and answer for himself before being judged (Joh 7:51; Deut 
17:6-7; Deut 19:15). 

d. But for sins against God who has perfect knowledge and perfect 
judgment, no trial is necessary before sending them to hell.   

e. They will get their day in court on judgment day at the second 
coming of Christ after they have been resurrected though. 

B. At the resurrection on the last day of time, the soul and spirit of the wicked in hell 
will be joined to their resurrected body (Joh 5:28-29) and will stand before Jesus 
Christ at His throne to be judged (Rev 20:11-13; Mat 25:31-33). 

i. They will be cast into the lake of fire (Mat 25:41; Rev 20:14-15). 
ii. In the lake of fire they will suffer everlasting punishment and be tormented 

day and night forever and ever with the Devil and his angels (Mat 25:46; 
Rev 20:10). 

iii. The punishment in the lake a fire after the resurrection is worse than the 
punishment in hell (2Pe 2:4 c/w Mat 25:41, 46 c/w Rev 20:10; 2Pe 2:6-9 
c/w Jud 1:7). 

C. The judgment of the wicked and the blessing of the just do have something in 
common. 

i. The blessing of the just. 
a. Upon death the just go to the present heaven and their soul and spirit 

enjoy a blissful existence. 
b. There they await the resurrection when they receive their bodies 

which will inherit the new earth which will be far more enjoyable. 
ii. The judgment of the wicked. 

a. Upon death, the wicked go to the present hell and their soul and spirit 
are tormented. 

b. There they await the resurrection when they receive their bodies 
which will be cast into the lake of fire which will be far more painful. 

12. For a child of hell—is the very flesh we view when we visit with them here on earth, or 
finally view them in their casket—is it that very flesh that will writhe in agony in eternal 
damnation? (Judy) 

A. Yes, their resurrected flesh will be punished eternally in the lake of fire. 
B. The physical bodies of the wicked will be resurrected, judged, and cast into the lake 

of fire (Mat 25:31-33, 41). 
C. The bodies of both the just and unjust will be resurrected on the same day (Joh 

11:24) and in the same way (Joh 5:28-29; Act 24:15). 
i. Resurrected bodies of the saints retain their identities (Job 14:12-15; Job 

19:25-27). 
ii. The resurrected bodies of the wicked shall likewise retain their identities. 
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iii. Those bodies, which are renewed versions of their original bodies, will be 
punished eternally in the lake of fire (Mat 25:46).  

13. The elect and the reprobate each have the spirit of God within them. Is there a difference in 
the spirit that gives (temporal) life, and the Holy Spirit? Are they two different spirits, one 
carnal and one spiritual? In Gen 2:7 the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. Since this 
was pre-fall, and the only thing changed since is sin; both the elect and the reprobate have 
within them "the breath of life" given to them by God. At death, the soul of the elect goes to 
heaven. Where does the soul of the reprobate go at death? (Don) 

A. The elect have the Spirit of God in them (Gal 4:6), but the reprobate do not (Rom 
8:9). 

B. Our spirit which gives us temporal life (Jam 2:26; Ecc 8:8) is distinct from the 
Holy Spirit who dwells in the elect (Rom 8:16). 

i. Every man naturally possesses a soul and spirit within his body (1Th 5:23; 
Job 10:11-12; Job 14:22). 

ii. This is the spirit (the breath of life) that God breathed into Adam and made 
him a living soul (Gen 2:7).  

iii. The spirit of man gives him life and self-knowledge (Pro 20:27; 1Co 2:11), 
but that spirit is not the Holy Spirit. 

C. At death the soul and spirit of the elect go to heaven (Ecc 12:7; 2Co 5:8). 
D. At death the soul and spirit of the reprobate go to hell (Luk 16:22-23; Jud 1:7).  

14. Have people died and gone to heaven and come back? 

A. There are 10 Biblical examples of people who have died and come back to life: 
i. The son of the widow that Elijah resurrected (1Ki 17:21-22).  
ii. The son of the Shunammite woman that Elisha resurrected (2Ki 4:34-35). 
iii. The dead man that touched the bones of Elisha (2Ki 13:21). 
iv. Jairus' daughter (Mar 5:41-42). 
v. The son of the widow from Nain (Luk 7:14-15). 
vi. Lazarus (Joh 11:43-44). 
vii. Jesus Christ (1Co 15:4). 
viii. The saints that arose from the dead after Christ's resurrection (Mat 

27:52-53). 
ix. Tabitha whom Peter resurrected (Act 9:40). 
x. Eutychus whom Paul (possibly) resurrected (Act 20:9-10). 

B. In that the Bible teaches that the soul and spirit of the elect departs the body at death 
and goes to heaven to be with God (see Section X, 6: What happens at death?), we 
must conclude that all of these dead people were in heaven for the time that their 
bodies were dead. 

C. With the exception of Jesus Christ, none of these people are recorded as saying 
anything about heaven after they rose from the dead. 

i. If they saw heaven, they either never talked about it; or if they did, it was not 
recorded in scripture. 

ii. This tells me that God apparently didn't want us to know what they saw, if 
they saw anything and remembered it.  
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D. What about people that have claimed to have died and had an out-of-body 
experience where they saw heaven? 

i. Given that all of the people who died and came back to life in the Bible are 
not recorded as talking about it, I am extremely skeptical of anyone today 
claiming to have died and seen heaven. 

ii. Any stories of heaven must be scrutinized with what the scripture says about 
God and heaven (Act 17:11; 1Th 5:21; 1Jo 4:1). 

iii. If a person's depiction of God, Jesus, or heaven is contrary to scripture, he is 
lying (Isa 8:20). 

iv. For instance, many people who claim to have gone to heaven say that they 
saw Jesus and they describe Him as having long hair. 

a. Jesus doesn't have long hair (1Co 11:14). 
b. Therefore, those people are either lying or they experienced a satanic 

delusion.  
E. What about people who claim to have died and had a bright light experience? 

i. Remember that Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light (2Co 
11:14). 

ii. Such experiences could be Satanic deceptions. 
iii. They could also just be made up to get attention. 
iv. We should be very skeptical of such claims and measure them against the 

scriptures. 

15. If a person is "dead" and the doctor resuscitates him, did his soul depart and then return? 
(Don) 

A. When a person is resurrected from the dead both the spirit (Luk 8:55) and the soul 
come again into him (1Ki 17:21-22). 

B. If the man was truly dead, then his soul and spirit had departed the body (Jam 2:26) 
(see Section X, 6: What happens at death?). 

C. In such a case if a doctor resuscitates him, then yes, his soul would have departed 
and then returned. 

D. If the man was not truly dead, then the soul never left in the first place.  

16. In what form will we be when we get to heaven (body or spirit)? 

A. Our soul and spirit will be in heaven immediately after death while our body goes to 
the grave (see Section X, 6: What happens at death?). 

B. It appears to me that we will be in a spiritual form in the present heaven until the 
resurrection. 

i. I will make my case for this in the remainder of this section. 
ii. It is not necessary to have a physical body in the present heaven to exist 

there as ourselves. 
a. The spirit and soul reside in the body (Job 10:11). 
b. The body, soul, and spirit bear the identity of a person: they are each 

"us" (Job 14:22). 
c. That identity remains and does not cease at death (Luk 16:22-23). 

C. Will we have a body in heaven prior to the resurrection?  
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i. There are some that teach that we will be given a temporary body while we 
are in heaven prior to the resurrection. 

ii. They use 2Co 5:1-9 as support for this position. 
iii. A careful examination of 2Co 5:1-9 shows that it does not support this 

position. 
a. Our current body is a tabernacle which is a temporary dwelling for 

our soul and spirit (2Co 5:1, 4). 
(i) Tabernacle n. - 1. A temporary dwelling; generally movable, 

constructed of branches, boards, or canvas; a hut, tent, booth.  
3. fig. In phraseology chiefly of biblical origin: A dwelling-
place. c. Applied to the human body regarded as the 
temporary abode of the soul or of life. 

(ii) A tabernacle is not a permanent place of abode (Heb 11:9). 
(iii)Sojourn v. - 1. intr. To make a temporary stay in a place; to 

remain or reside for a time. 
b. Our body that we are awaiting is a building and a house which are 

both permanent structures (2Co 5:1-2). 
(i) Building n. - 1. a. The action of the verb build, lit. and fig.  2. 

That which is built; a structure, edifice: now a structure of the 
nature of a house built where it is to stand. 

(ii) House n. - 1. A building for human habitation; esp. a building 
that is the ordinary dwelling-place of a family. 

(iii)Buildings and houses are permanent structures built on 
foundations (Heb 11:10). 

(iv) Therefore, the body that we are awaiting in heaven is a 
permanent body, not a temporary one. 

c. Our future body (house) is eternal not temporary (2Co 5:1). 
(i) Eternal adj. - 1. a. Infinite in past and future duration; without 

beginning or end; that always has existed and always will 
exist: esp. of the Divine Being.  3. a. Infinite in future 
duration; that always will exist; everlasting, endless. 

(ii) Therefore, the body that we are awaiting in heaven is a 
permanent body, not a temporary one. 

d. When we die and go to be with the Lord we are absent from the body 
meaning we will be without a body for a while (2Co 5:8). 

(i) If we were immediately given a temporary body when we die 
and are present with the Lord, then death wouldn't be 
described as being absent from the body. 

(ii) We will receive our eternal, permanent bodies at the 
resurrection at the end of time (Joh 5:28-29; Job 14:12-15; 
Job 19:25-27; 1Co 15:50-53). 

(iii)Until that time we will be absent from our body while in 
heaven awaiting the resurrection when we are joined with it 
again. 

e. When we believed the gospel and were baptized God gave us the 
earnest of the Spirit (2Co 5:5 c/w Eph 1:13 c/w Act 2:38). 
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(i) Earnest n. - 1. Money, or a sum of money, paid as an 
instalment, esp. for the purpose of securing a bargain or 
contract. Also fig. A foretaste, instalment, pledge, of anything 
afterwards to be received in greater abundance. 

(ii) The Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession (Eph 1:14). 

(iii)The purchased possession is our body which the Spirit will 
resurrect (Rom 8:11). 

(iv) We will wait and long for it until the resurrection (Rom 
8:23). 

(v) We are not waiting and longing for a temporary body.  
D. What about Enoch and Elijah who went to heaven without dying (Gen 5:24; 2Ki 

2:11)?  
i. Elijah's body was nowhere to be found after he was taken to heaven in a 

chariot of fire (2Ki 2:16-17). 
ii. Enoch was translated to heaven without dying (Heb 11:5). 
iii. Translate v. - I. 1.  a. trans. To bear, convey, or remove from one person, 

place or condition to another; to transfer, transport; spec. to remove a bishop 
from one see to another, or a bishop's seat from one place to another, and, in 
Scotland, a minister from one pastoral charge to another; also, to remove the 
dead body or remains of a saint, or, by extension, a hero or great man, from 
one place to another.  b. To carry or convey to heaven without death; also, in 
later use, said of the death of the righteous. 

iv. Neither Enoch's nor Elijah's bodies were left here on earth. 
v. Corrupt flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven (heaven where 

God dwells, in this context) (1Co 15:50). 
a. Our bodies must be changed first (1Co 15:53). 
b. Therefore, we must conclude that the bodies of Enoch and Elijah 

were changed into incorruptible, resurrected-type bodies when they 
were taken from earth. 

vi. Enoch and Elijah are the exception to the rule. 
vii. The rest of us have to wait in heaven for our resurrected bodies.  

E. God can give His saints temporary bodies. 
i. Moses and Elijah appeared in physical form with Jesus on the mount of 

transfiguration (Mat 17:3). 
ii. Peter wanted to make them each a tabernacle to dwell in, so it is apparent 

that he perceived them to have physical bodies (Mat 17:4). 
iii. These were not their resurrection bodies (at least in Moses' case) since the 

resurrection is on the last day (Joh 11:24). 
iv. They must have been temporary bodies given to them for the purpose of 

appearing on earth (at least in Moses' case). 
a. In the case of Moses, God would have had to give him a temporary 

body to appear in on earth like He does for the angels that sometimes 
materialize in human-looking bodies (Dan 9:21). 
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b. In Elijah's case, he might have appeared in his resurrection-type body 
since he never died and was taken bodily to heaven (see point 
above). 

v. The appearance of Moses and Elijah on earth was an exceptional and a 
never-again-repeated event. 

vi. Therefore, these temporary bodies (if that's what they were) appear to be the 
exception, not the rule for the rest of God's children in the present heaven.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


